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This season after Easter invites us to be open: 
   open to startling new possibilities; 
   open to life renewed in unexpected ways; 
   open to a new way of being community together. 
So let’s take the chance during this time we share as seekers and learners, to open 
our minds and our hearts and our spirits to the newness into which we are invited, and 
look for those startling things that might unfold for each one of us.  
 

 
Gathering Prayer 
 
Here we are, sharing words and time together – hungry to know a word of hope, 
thirsting for the living waters, anxious to have our spirits heard in all of their cares and 
uncertainties.  We may not know just what God is asking of us right now, so we seek 
discernment and wisdom. 
As we journey alongside others, may we come to that place of trust in God’s presence, 
and sureness of God’s care and love for us and for all creation.  May we find ways onto 
paths where we walk as people of the Spirit and disciples of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

 
Holy Conversation 

The deep truths of Easter make a world of difference to us, even in a world that 
seems strange and limiting.  We are no longer bound to tired traditions and weary 
ways.  We can leave behind habits that no longer give us life.  We are able to see 
others in a new light of generosity and openness. 

When we are ready to praise the God of new life from our hearts, we open ourselves 
to the possibility of renewal of our spirits.  We become freed to find new ways and live 
the goodness of becoming disciples. 

With Easter in our hearts and minds, our inward-looking ways comes into focus, and 
we begin to see the limits of self-interest.  We begin to taste the unlikeable flavour of 
greed and indifference.  We begin to feel the unpleasant touch of injustice and inequity.  
We yearn for different ways. 

May we find a pathway to repentance, a new direction for our lives.  May we know 
God’s place in our living as blessing and grace.  May we find ourselves as companions 
of Jesus, guided into his ways.  May the Spirit of Life breathe into our souls, with 
renewal and rebirth. 



Amen.  

 

Scriptures 

John 14:1-14 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know 
the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know 
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’  

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you 
I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.  

 

Reflection 

There are so many powerful statements in this scripture passage that it is among of the 

most well-known in the whole Bible.  “In my Father’s house are many dwelling-places.”  

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.”  “No one comes to the Father except through 

me.”  “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 

These statements all show the way, in John’s Gospel, that Jesus knows full well his 

status as the son of God, the Messiah, the Anointed One.  He is clear that he and his 

message are the way to know God most completely.  He is the one who will take 

believers into the presence of God. 

Some of these statements have driven the work of the church through many centuries.  

They have focused the church on getting people in touch with Jesus in his divine self, 

which is not a bad thing in itself.  But they have been misused as well.  The primary 

focus on the divine Jesus has diverted attention away from the message of Jesus 

through his human ministry in the world, his role as change-agent in his society.  And 

the one particular statement, “No one comes to the Father except through me,” has led 



the church to assert that Christianity is the only pathway to the divine, that it has the 

exclusive handle on God, and is the ultimate truth.  This has led to all sorts of violent 

and abusive methods to ‘convert’ people of other beliefs to Christianity.  It is only very 

recently that there has been any significant formal church recognition of the validity of 

other faiths’ approaches to spirituality.  And a significant number of Christians still 

believe that theirs is the only true religion and that all others are not legitimate.  The 

world cannot support such a narrow and parochial view of faith and people’s 

connection to God. 

But in another statement, Jesus’ words to Philip also ring out down through the 

centuries right to this day.  “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  Powerful 

words that go to the ultimate question – What is God like? 

We then we are drawn to the question – What is Jesus like?  We know some things 

from the four Gospel accounts.  They don’t all paint the same picture of Jesus, but 

together they offer a wide perspective on his ways and his message about God and 

the realm of heaven. 

First, Jesus was a social revolutionary.  He wanted to change the way people lived and 

worked together in communities.  He spoke much about fairness, tolerance, 

acceptance of differences, acceptance of weaknesses in others, equality of status, and 

sharing of one’s wealth and well-being.  He spoke of turning the way things were on its 

head, and re-ordering the way that people took one another into consideration.  If we 

can indeed know God through Jesus, then God is like that too – an up-setter of the 

apple cart of society.  God changes things, and wants things to change.  We are called 

by God to make society more fair and equitable, to include everyone in the circle of 

well-being and to ensure that the littlest and the least are cared for and accounted for. 

Jesus was also a teacher.  He taught people about themselves, about how the 

kingdom of heaven worked, about how their world could be like that, and about what it 

meant to be people of right relationship with each other and with God.  He was always 

teaching, in his speeches, in his actions, in his conversations.  So if Jesus is a teacher, 

what does that say about God?  Well, it’s clear that God also teaches.  God’s presence 

in our lives teaches us about what it means to be truly human, to live in ways that build 

life for ourselves and for others.  We are taught by God to work toward becoming all 

that we can be, and to let ourselves connect to the world in deeper and more 

meaningful ways. 

Thirdly, Jesus was a healer.  He healed people of all sorts of physical and spiritual ills, 

bringing them back into full communion with the people around them, and removing the 

barriers that separated them from their community.  He didn’t judge people for their 

illnesses and weaknesses, but accepted them as they were, even while encouraging 

them to become more than that.  So God too is a healer.  In relationship with God we 

find ourselves becoming more complete, more well, more human.  We can be healed 



of deep spiritual and emotional ills, coming closer to the image of God we are created 

to be.  Even if we are dealing with physical ills, we can be whole and well in our souls 

when we let God have agency in our lives. 

Finally, Jesus, was a deeply spiritual person.  He communed with God regularly and 

often.  He prayed frequently, and asked God’s blessing on his actions and on the lives 

of others.  He recognized God’s place in his life, and built that into a strong relationship 

with the holy.  God, then, is invested in our spirituality too.  When we exercise that 

spirituality, we are connecting with God in deeper and more health-supportive ways.  

God is insistent on that connection, and is always there to open our hearts and spirits 

to the holy embrace.  We can find that conduit to the holy heart when we look inside 

ourselves to what makes us truly the individual reflection of holiness at our centre. 

Out of it all, in Jesus we find the true image of God, the characteristics of God about 

which we search for understanding.  We may not be able to encompass the reality of 

God directly, but we find in Jesus a model of God with which we can connect.  Jesus 

gives us a glimpse of the wonder and majesty of the God we seek to know, and shows 

us how we can relate to that which is so much beyond us and so much bigger than us.  

In Jesus, we have a way to reach out and touch the edges of that holiness which is 

already a part of us.  Jesus is indeed the way, and the truth, and the life. 

Amen. 

 

 
Community Prayer 
 
To God, lover of the world, we pray that all creation be held within God's 
compassionate embrace.  May our lives too be embraced at the heart of God's love, 
however we may find ourselves in each moment.  In  the midst of separation and 
distance, with illness and death across the globe, we pray for wholeness and wellness 
for all people. 
 
Sometimes torn by pain or sorrow or hatred, sometimes with aching heart or troubled 
spirits, we cry out for wholeness for ourselves, for those we love, and for our world. 
   
May God's healing presence gently transform the places of our lives where we and 
others hold pain.  
 
May God's loving presence be a comforting resting place for all those who find 
themselves in despair or lost or alone. 
 
May God's transforming presence create generosity in place of greed, harmony in 
place of hatred, and justice where evil now reigns. 



 
From the deep places of our hearts and spirits, we lift up the people and places for 
which we yearn for God's healing, loving, transforming presence … 
 
(Time of personal prayer) 
 
And so we speak from the deep places of our spirits, and seek the transforming power 
of God’s Spirit.  May the comforting and challenging presence of Jesus among us 
move the world toward its fullness as God's realm in truth.  
 
Spoken to God, echoed in our bones, we join our voices in the prayer of Jesus , as we 
say: 
 
Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen 
 

 
Blessing 

MV 62 – There Is Room for All 

There is room for all 
in the shadow of God’s wing; 
there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love. 
And I rejoice and sing,  
“My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust.” 
There is room for all, there is room for all. 

words and music: Bruce Harding, 2004 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


